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Birth, Education, Meeting Jane, Vietham War, Moving to France

[00:01:39]
Interviewer: So, you're from South Vietnam.

John: Yeah, | was born in South Vietham. | was born when Vietham was still a
French colony. My mom's parents were from China, Fujian, in southern China. China
was named after Qin dynasty, but there were a lot of foreign conquests [invasions].
China fought many wars like with France and Britain, the Opium Wars. They had to
cede Hong Kong to the British. They had wars with Japan as well. Japan invaded
China in 1932 [1931] and occupied Manchuria. The Second Sino-Japanese War
started on 7t July, 1937, and in this war, Japan invaded the whole of China. China
lost almost half of the country. At that time, the communists in 1921, they joined
forces with the ruling party saying that all the Chinese must come together,

otherwise Japan would take over all of China.

[The Communist Party of China (CPC), led by Mao Zedong, played a significant role
in the Second Sino-Japanese War, contributing to the resistance against Japanese
aggression and the overall Chinese war effort. The CPC, despite its ongoing conflict
with the ruling Nationalist government (Kuomintang or KMT), formed a United Front
with the KMT against the common enemy, Japan. This alliance was crucial in
mobilizing resources and coordinating resistance efforts against the Japanese

invasion.]

Therefore Chiang Kai-shek [00:03:45] and the communists came together to fight
with the Japanese. Although the war started in 1937, but the US did not join arms. It
was only after the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, in 1942, that they declared war
against Japan. At that time, the US gave weapons to Chiang Kai-shek and they
fought until the dropping of the two atomic bombs which led the Japanese to

surrender.

[Initially neutral, the US became increasingly involved after the attack on Pearl
Harbor in December 1941.The United States and China developed cooperation
against the common enemy, Japan. The US provided significant military and

financial support to China in its fight against Japanese aggression. The US provided
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weapons, equipment, and other resources to China's Nationalist government led by
Chiang Kai-shek. The dropping of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki by the
US in August 1945 hastened Japan's surrender.]

Therefore, during that time, China was ravaged by the war, and many people didn’t
have enough food to eat, as happens during a war. So, my mom's parents from
Fujian, they had to migrate to South Vietnam. My mom was six years old when she

moved to Vietnam.
[00:05:00]

John: My father was from the same province too, Fujian. But he went to Vietnam,
when he was 17. He went there where he worked for a relative. My father went to a
school when he was in China, so he knew Chinese [Mandarin] well. At that time,
many Chinese people didn’t have the opportunity to go to school because of the

wars.

He went there and worked for a relative of his. In those days, there were lots of
farms in China [farming was a major occupation] and a village would usually have
the people [related to each other,] who had the same last name. Therefore, people
helped each other. Farming needs labor and so they all lived in the same village. If
you went to China, you would find villages with everyone having the same last name.

Like [?Pan][inaudible], Chén, and so on.

[The phenomenon of same-surname villages in China arose from historical, social,
and migration patterns. Historically, these villages emerged due to the assignment of
surnames by emperors and/or common ancestry, like a clan. Possibly, Chinese
immigrants in Vietnam replicated this pattern, establishing villages centered around

common surnames to maintain cultural continuity and support in a new environment.]

John: My parents are Chinese, and they had an arranged marriage [baoban hunyin,
link], where a matchmaker introduces the couple to each other, and they get married.

My parents got married in Vietnam.

Jane: In those days, 90% of the population in China worked at the farms. About 85 —

90% of the people were illiterate, who didn’t know how to read or write. At that time,


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Traditional_Chinese_marriage#:~:text=family.%5B10%5D-,Marriage%20match%2Dmaker%20during%20the%20Ming%20dynasty,-%5Bedit%5D
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the Qing dynasty controlled everything, and most people were illiterate, limited to
farming jobs. So many people, when they found the opportunity, they left (the
country). The Province of Fujian is in southern China, near the sea. So, the people

from Fujian would all go to Thailand, Philippines...
John: [showing map]

This is Fujian, she (Li) is from Shandong province, and so her parents went to South
Korea, as it is near. And my parents went to Vietnam. [Points to location of

Philippines and Taiwan] And that is why Philippines has a lot of people from Fujian.
Interviewer: So, around the late 1930s, is that when your parents would have...?

John: My mom was born on July 7t, 1921, according to the lunar calendar.

According to the Gregorian calendar that is August 10", 1921.

Jane: She went to Vietham in 1927, so she would have been six years old. But now |
think that when they say six years old, it actually is only five years old. This time, |
visited my parents, and they said they married when they were 19. They actually
married when they were 17. My parents were both born in the same year, but one
was born in the beginning of the year and other one was born at the end of the year.
You know when you are young, you do not pay much attention to your parents’ story.

Now | wish | had, but his mother is still alive, and lives in California.

[The lunar calendar is shorter by 11 days than the Gregorian calendar, and has a

leap month every three years to compensate for the lost days]
John: She is 104 years old. She lives with my sister.

[00:10:00]





